
The European Federation of Neurological Associations [EFNA] 
is an umbrella group representing pan-European neurology 
patient groups.

Our slogan ‘Empowering Patient Neurology Groups’ encapsulates 
our goals as an Association. We strive to  
add capacity to our Members – allowing them to be the most 
effective advocates possible in their own disease specific areas.

EFNA embraces the concept of Partnership for Progress – 
working at a high level with relevant stakeholders from the fields 
of policy, medical, scientific/research, industry, patient partners 
and other key opinion leaders.

Our Mission
•	 To	influence	policy	makers	and	legislators	in	Europe	(and	 
 particularly in the European Union) to prioritise resource  
 allocation to reduce the burden for people living with a  
 neurological disorder.

•	 To	communicate	with	our	members	to	achieve	positive	change	 
 and to ensure that our actions both represent and provide  
 added value to their own concerns and activities.

•	 To	establish	strong	partnerships	and	alliances	with	relevant	 
 stakeholders in the scientific, clinical, political and corporate  
 arenas to help us to reach our goals – partnership for progress.

 Our Values
•	 Trustworthiness	and	transparency	–	we	will	be	open,	honest	 
 and ethical in all we do.

•	 Respect	and	democracy	–	we	respect	one	another’s	differences	 
 and contributions.

•	 Sustainability	–	we	will	make	best	use	of	our	resources	to	bring	 
 about changes that produce permanent benefits for our  
 members and will plan our activities to ensure EFNA’s future.

If you wish to learn more about EFNA or to discuss potential 
partnership, please contact us. 

We are happy to take queries from potential members; get in 
touch if you would like us to send you a membership form. 
Alternatively, you can download a form from our website. 

However, we also want to hear from other stakeholders who 
we could collaborate with for the benefit of those affected by 
neurological disorders. 

Contact Us: 
Donna Walsh
Executive Director
E: executivedirector@efna.net
T: 00-353-879830816

Follow us on : @EUneurology

www.efna.net

Registered Address:
11, Rue d’Egmont ,
1000 Brussels,
Belgium
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Where else can EFNA represent 
your organisation? 
Below is a list of just some of the authorities at which EFNA 
is represented:

•	 European	Brain	Council

•	 European	Patients	Forum

•	 EuropaBio

•	 EFPIA	Patient/Industry	Think-Tank

•	 European	Platform	for	Patient	Organisations,	 
	 Scientists	and	Industry

Active Engagement 
The	EFNA	Executive	and	Board	are	aware	of	the	need	for	active	
engagement	with	our	membership.	This	ethos	is	at	the	core	of 
the	Strategic	Plan	and	reflected	in	EFNA’s	ongoing	activities. 
For	example:

•	 All	EFNA	Members	are	invited	to	attend	(with	costs	covered)	 
 the annual General Assembly. Each year, this Assembly  
	 includes	an	interactive	Ideas	Exchange	Forum	on	topics	 
 of interest to the membership, as well as the opportunity 
 for member input to the yearly operational plan. 

•	 EFNA	will	continue	to	provide	our	members	with	a	platform	 
 to interact. Our new website allows members to log in to  
	 publicise	their	own	news	and	events.	The	website	also	includes	 
	 a	Members’-Only	section	for	feedback/consultation	which	will	 
 allow us to collate members’ input on various issues. 

•	 EFNA	strives	to	raise	awareness	of	our	member	groups	 
	 at	every	possible	opportunity.	This	includes	listings	in	our	 
 literature, website, social media platforms, annual reports,  
 newsletters, etc. We also invite our members to feature in  
	 our	bi-monthly	EFNA	e-news	which	is	sent	by	email	to	 
 key stakeholders. 

Training/Resources
EFNA runs annual patient training courses. Our members are 
offered the first opportunity to register, and are also consulted 
in terms of setting topics. We also provide members with patient 
advocacy toolkits on a range of topics. 

What are the benefits of 
EFNA Membership?
One of EFNA’s key strengths is in linking our members,  
and those they represent, with the key stakeholders in the  
field of neurology.

INDUSTRY
A	Corporate	Partners	Meeting,	bringing	together	key	
representatives from industry, will be held annually to coincide 
with	the	EFNA	General	Assembly.	This	will	give	our	members	
the opportunity to identify and network with potential industry 
partners/funders.	The	event	will	also	aim	to	identify	areas	of	
mutual interest and look at ensuring both parties are aware of 
and	follow	best	practice.	If	you	are	an	Industry	Representative	and	
would like to learn more about this initiative, please get in touch.

POLICY MAKERS
EFNA is an established and well respected ‘authority’ on issues 
impacting	those	affected	by	neurological	disorders.	For	example,	
EFNA	was	invited	by	the	European	Commission	to	represent	
patients	on	its	Scientific	Steering	Committee	planning	keynote	
research and policy conferences to mark European Month of the 
Brain 2013. Being a member of EFNA, allows us to represent you 
in	these	high-level	discussions.	

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
EFNA maintains a very active and beneficial relationship with the 
medical profession, with an emphasis on collaboration with our 
‘natural	partners’	–	the	European	Federation	of	Neurological	Societies	
(which	in	2014	will	come	together	with	the	European	Neurological	
Society	[ENS]	to	become	the	European	Academy	of	Neurology).	

For	many	years	EFNA	has	held	a	joint	session	with	the	EFNS	at	their	
annual	congress.	We	have	also	secured	slots	at	the	World	Congress	
of	Neurology	2013	and	the	joint	EFNS/ENS	Congress	in	2014.	We	plan	
to increase patient involvement at these congresses by providing our 
members	with	free	exhibition	space	to	distribute	their	literature	to	
increase their profile.

EFNA has also been successful in securing patient representation for 
our members on the scientific panels that meet at these congresses.

If	you	are	a	researcher	or	health	professional	and	would	like	to	work	
with an organisation representing patient groups from across the 
neurological spectrum, we are always willing to hear from you and 
consider proposals for partnership.

How can you get involved? 

MEMBERSHIP
Membership	of	EFNA	is	open	to	pan-European	neurology	patient	
support organisations which uphold the aims of EFNA.

Non-voting	membership	is	open	to:

•	 Non-European	neurological	patient	organisations	if	no	 
	 European	counterpart	exists

•	 Organisations	whose	aims	are	similar	to	those	of	EFNA 
 but which do not represent patients with 
 neurological disorders

•	 National	neurological	patient	organisations	in	European	 
 countries, representing a limited number of patients affected  
 by a rare neurological disorder where there is no European  
 umbrella organization.

Non-voting	members	may	attend	meetings	and	take	part	 
in discussions.

Why should you get involved?
Becoming an EFNA Member has a number of advantages.  
Over the following pages, we outline the benefits of membership. 

However,	working	together	benefits	everyone.	The	‘neurology	
voice’ has been fragmented for too long – with disease specific 
groups working in their own silos. A stronger EFNA membership 
means a stronger voice for neurology – and, especially, for 
patients affected by neurological disorders. 

This	could	mean	increased	funding	for	neuroscience,	emphasis	
on national neurological strategies, reduction of stigma and 
more general awareness… 

This will benefit everyone.

Help
EFNA	wants	our	members	to	use	us	as	a	resource.	If	you	need	
support of any kind, get in touch and see if we can help.

EFNA’s aims are:
•	 To	improve	the	quality	of	life	of	people	with	neurological	 
 disorders, their families and carers

•	 To	promote	rapid	and	accurate	diagnosis,	appropriate	 
 treatment, rehabilitation and care for people with  
 neurological illnesses

•	 To	promote	better	access	to	information	which	is	accurate	 
 and easy to understand

•	 To	promote	public	awareness	and	understanding	of	 
 neurological conditions

•	 To	eliminate	prejudice	and	stigma	associated	with 
 neurological disorders

•	 To	increase	priority	given	to	neurology	by	policy	and	decision	 
 makers and by health care providers.

The	Federation	fulfils	its	aims	in	a	number	of	ways,	including:

•	 The	European	Commission	and	the	European	Parliament

•	 Collaboration	with	relevant	health	professionals

•	 Collaboration	with	other	relevant	organisations

•	 Organisation	of	conferences	and	workshops

•	 Collaboration	in	the	organisation	and	promulgation	 
 of international collaborative research projects

•	 The	publication	of	newsletters,	a	directory	of	members 
 and other publications including the development of 
 electronic media

•	 Campaigning	at	the	European	level

•	 Assist	in	the	development	of	patient	support	organisations

•	 All	other	activities	the	EFNA	General	Assembly	(GA)	 
 may deem appropriate

For details of our current projects 
and activities, see: www.efna.net
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would like to learn more about this initiative, please get in touch.

POLICY MAKERS
EFNA is an established and well respected ‘authority’ on issues 
impacting	those	affected	by	neurological	disorders.	For	example,	
EFNA	was	invited	by	the	European	Commission	to	represent	
patients	on	its	Scientific	Steering	Committee	planning	keynote	
research and policy conferences to mark European Month of the 
Brain 2013. Being a member of EFNA, allows us to represent you 
in	these	high-level	discussions.	

HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
EFNA maintains a very active and beneficial relationship with the 
medical profession, with an emphasis on collaboration with our 
‘natural	partners’	–	the	European	Federation	of	Neurological	Societies	
(which	in	2014	will	come	together	with	the	European	Neurological	
Society	[ENS]	to	become	the	European	Academy	of	Neurology).	

For	many	years	EFNA	has	held	a	joint	session	with	the	EFNS	at	their	
annual	congress.	We	have	also	secured	slots	at	the	World	Congress	
of	Neurology	2013	and	the	joint	EFNS/ENS	Congress	in	2014.	We	plan	
to increase patient involvement at these congresses by providing our 
members	with	free	exhibition	space	to	distribute	their	literature	to	
increase their profile.

EFNA has also been successful in securing patient representation for 
our members on the scientific panels that meet at these congresses.

If	you	are	a	researcher	or	health	professional	and	would	like	to	work	
with an organisation representing patient groups from across the 
neurological spectrum, we are always willing to hear from you and 
consider proposals for partnership.

How can you get involved? 

MEMBERSHIP
Membership	of	EFNA	is	open	to	pan-European	neurology	patient	
support organisations which uphold the aims of EFNA.

Non-voting	membership	is	open	to:

•	 Non-European	neurological	patient	organisations	if	no	 
	 European	counterpart	exists

•	 Organisations	whose	aims	are	similar	to	those	of	EFNA 
 but which do not represent patients with 
 neurological disorders

•	 National	neurological	patient	organisations	in	European	 
 countries, representing a limited number of patients affected  
 by a rare neurological disorder where there is no European  
 umbrella organization.

Non-voting	members	may	attend	meetings	and	take	part	 
in discussions.

Why should you get involved?
Becoming an EFNA Member has a number of advantages.  
Over the following pages, we outline the benefits of membership. 

However,	working	together	benefits	everyone.	The	‘neurology	
voice’ has been fragmented for too long – with disease specific 
groups working in their own silos. A stronger EFNA membership 
means a stronger voice for neurology – and, especially, for 
patients affected by neurological disorders. 

This	could	mean	increased	funding	for	neuroscience,	emphasis	
on national neurological strategies, reduction of stigma and 
more general awareness… 

This will benefit everyone.

Help
EFNA	wants	our	members	to	use	us	as	a	resource.	If	you	need	
support of any kind, get in touch and see if we can help.

EFNA’s aims are:
•	 To	improve	the	quality	of	life	of	people	with	neurological	 
 disorders, their families and carers

•	 To	promote	rapid	and	accurate	diagnosis,	appropriate	 
 treatment, rehabilitation and care for people with  
 neurological illnesses

•	 To	promote	better	access	to	information	which	is	accurate	 
 and easy to understand

•	 To	promote	public	awareness	and	understanding	of	 
 neurological conditions

•	 To	eliminate	prejudice	and	stigma	associated	with 
 neurological disorders

•	 To	increase	priority	given	to	neurology	by	policy	and	decision	 
 makers and by health care providers.

The	Federation	fulfils	its	aims	in	a	number	of	ways,	including:

•	 The	European	Commission	and	the	European	Parliament

•	 Collaboration	with	relevant	health	professionals

•	 Collaboration	with	other	relevant	organisations

•	 Organisation	of	conferences	and	workshops

•	 Collaboration	in	the	organisation	and	promulgation	 
 of international collaborative research projects

•	 The	publication	of	newsletters,	a	directory	of	members 
 and other publications including the development of 
 electronic media

•	 Campaigning	at	the	European	level

•	 Assist	in	the	development	of	patient	support	organisations

•	 All	other	activities	the	EFNA	General	Assembly	(GA)	 
 may deem appropriate

For details of our current projects 
and activities, see: www.efna.net
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The European Federation of Neurological Associations [EFNA] 
is an umbrella group representing pan-European neurology 
patient groups.

Our slogan ‘Empowering Patient Neurology Groups’ encapsulates 
our goals as an Association. We strive to  
add capacity to our Members – allowing them to be the most 
effective advocates possible in their own disease specific areas.

EFNA embraces the concept of Partnership for Progress – 
working at a high level with relevant stakeholders from the fields 
of policy, medical, scientific/research, industry, patient partners 
and other key opinion leaders.

Our Mission
•	 To	influence	policy	makers	and	legislators	in	Europe	(and	 
 particularly in the European Union) to prioritise resource  
 allocation to reduce the burden for people living with a  
 neurological disorder.

•	 To	communicate	with	our	members	to	achieve	positive	change	 
 and to ensure that our actions both represent and provide  
 added value to their own concerns and activities.

•	 To	establish	strong	partnerships	and	alliances	with	relevant	 
 stakeholders in the scientific, clinical, political and corporate  
 arenas to help us to reach our goals – partnership for progress.

 Our Values
•	 Trustworthiness	and	transparency	–	we	will	be	open,	honest	 
 and ethical in all we do.

•	 Respect	and	democracy	–	we	respect	one	another’s	differences	 
 and contributions.

•	 Sustainability	–	we	will	make	best	use	of	our	resources	to	bring	 
 about changes that produce permanent benefits for our  
 members and will plan our activities to ensure EFNA’s future.

If you wish to learn more about EFNA or to discuss potential 
partnership, please contact us. 

We are happy to take queries from potential members; get in 
touch if you would like us to send you a membership form. 
Alternatively, you can download a form from our website. 
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